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ABSTRACT 



OF THE 



PFOceedings of tlie AnthFopological Society, 

From November 3, 1885, to May 15, 1888. 



Ninety-Eighth Regular Meeting, November 3, 1885. — J. W. 
Powell, President, in the chair. The election of J. Owen Dorsey 
as General Secretary, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of S. V. Proudfit, was announced. Papers read: " Basket- 
Making among the Lower Races,'" by Otis T. Mason ; " The use 
of Textiles in the Decoration of Pottery," '^ by W. H. Holmes. 

Ninety-Ninth Regular Meeting, November 17, 1885. — J. W. 
Powell, President, in the chair. Papers read: "A Study of the 
Indians at the Siletz Agency, Oregon," by J. Owen Dorsey; "The 
Klamath People of Oregon,"" by A. S. Gatschet. 

One Hundredth Regular Meeting, December i, 1885. — 
Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Dr. Miles Rock 
gave a brief account of his discoveries in Guatemala. Mr. Chas. 
F. Adams read a paper entitled "The Omitted Factor in the Pro- 
motion of Public Good." 

One Hundred and First Regular Meeting, December 15, 
1885. — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. Names of members- 
elect announced — corresponding members: Count de Maricourt, 
Senlis, France; Baron de Maricourt, Vendome, France; W. G. 
Anderson, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Myron Eells, Skokomish, Washington 
Territory ; honorary : E. T. Hamy, Paris, France ; active members : 
Howard L. Hodgkin, Isaiah H. McDonald, H. H. Bliss, and 

1 Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution, 1884, Part II, pp. 291-306. 

2 Third Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, pp. 397-425. 

' Will appear in Vol. Ill, Contributions to North American Ethnology. 
46 (361) 
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Jeremiah Curtin. The discussion of Chas. F. Adams' paper on 
"The Omitted Factor in the Promotion of Public Good" was re- 
sumed and concluded. 

One Hundred and Second Regular Meeting, January 5, 
1886. — J.. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The election of 
Francis La Flesche as an active member of the Society was an- 
nounced. Washington Matthews read a paper on "Galton's An- 
thropometric Apparatus." 

One Hundred and Third Regular and Eighth Annual 
Meeting, January 19, 1886. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in 
the chair. The Treasurer's report duly submitted. The Curator's 
report showed five hundred and sixty-eight books, the property of 
the Society, deposited in the library of the Bureau of Ethnology. 
The balloting for officers resulted as follows: President, J. W. 
Powell ; Vice-Presidents, Robert Fletcher, Lester F. Ward, Garrick 
Mallery, Otis T. Mason ; General Secretary, J. Owen Dorsey ; Sec- 
retary to the Council, F. A. Seely; Treasurer, J. Howard Gore; 
Curator, W. J. Hoffman ; Council at Large, W. H. Holmes, H. H. 
Bates, Frank Baker, David Hutcheson, Cyrus Thomas, and H. W. 
Henshaw. 

One Hundred and Fourth Regular Meeting, February 2, 
1886. — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The election of 
Robert P. Porter to active membership was announced. Papers : 
" Song Games and Myth Dances in Washington," ' by W. H. Bab- 
cock; "Siouan Folk-Lore,"* by J. Owen Dorsey. 

One Hundred and Fifth Regular Meeting, February i 6, 
1886. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The elec- 
tion of William B. Powell to active membership was announced. 
James H. Blodgett read a paper entitled " Suffrage and its Mechan- 
ism in Great Britain and the United States." 

One Hundred and Sixth Regular Meeting, March 2, 
ig86. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The elec- 
tion of Frederick Webber to active membership was announced. 

'Lippincott's Magazine, March and September, 1886, and American Anthro- 
pologist, Vol. I, No. 3, page 243. 

'American Antiquarian, Vol. VII, No. 2, p. 105. 
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Papers read : " Sleight of Hand among the Ponka, Omaha, and 
Kansas Indians," by J. Owen Dorsey; "Arikara Jugglery,'" by 
W. J. Hoffman. 

One Hundred and Seventh Regular Meeting, March i6, 
1886. — In accordance with previous announcement, the Society 
assembled in public session to listen to the annual address of the 
President. Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Presi- 
dent J. W. Powell delivered an address entitled "From Barbarism 
to Civilization." * 

One Hundred and Eighth Regular Meeting, April 3, 1886. 
— J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The election of Oscar 
Foote to active membership was announced. Papers read : " The 
Moqui Snake Dance," ' by Cosmos Mindeleff, followed by remarks 
from H. C. Yarrow upon a similar dance witnessed by him at 
Wolpi ; * "The Navajo Artist,"* by R. W. Shufeldt. 

One Hundred and Ninth Regular Meeting, April 20, 1886. 
— J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. Papers : " The Lodge- 
Dweller," « by S. V. Proudfit; "Manners and Meals,"' by Garrick 
Mallery. 

One Hundred and Tenth Regular Meeting, May 4, 1886. — 
Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Frank Baker read 
a paper entitled " Some Anthropological Notes on the Human 
Hand."' 

One Hundred and Eleventh Regular Meeting, May 18, 
1886. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Victor Min- 
deleff read a paper on the " Cliff Dwellings of Cafion de Chelly." 

'" La F€te Annuelle des Indiens Arikaris," Bull. Soc. d'Antlirop. de Paris 
Tom. VII (3 ser.), 3d fasc. 1884, p. 526; also under the title of " Our Indian 
Theater," Reading (Penna.), Times and Despatch, September 20, i88l, Vol. 47, 
No. 146. 

^ The American Anthropologist, April, 1888, Vol. I, No. 2, p. 97. 

' Science, June 4, 1886, Vol. VII, No. 174, p. 507. 

* Science, July 2, 1886, Vol. VIII, No. 178, p. 12. 

* Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution, 1886. 

* American Antiquarian, July, 1886, Vol. VIII, No. 4, p. 222. 
' The American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. 3, p. 193. 

' The American Anthropologist, January, 1888, Vol. I, No. i, p. 51. 
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One Hundred and Twelfth Regular Meeting, November 2, 
1886 — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. Papers: "Head 
Flattening Among the Navajos," ' R. W. Shufeldt; "Folk-Lore," 
by Otis T. Mason. 

One Hundred and Thirteenth Regular Meeting, Novem- 
ber i6, i886. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The 
Secretary of the Council announced the death of two members of 
the Society^ — Col. Charles Whittlesey and Joseph Libbey, Jr. G. 
K. Gilbert read a paper entitled "The Geological date of a Prehis- 
toric Hearth observed in Western New York. " * W J McGee fol- 
lowed with a communication on "An Obsidian Implement from 
Quaternary Deposits in Nevada." 

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regular Meeting, Decem- 
ber 7, 1886. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The 
election of Robert T. Hill as an active member of the Society was 
announced. Papers: "Navajo Treatment of Ague," by H. C. Yar- 
row; " Travels in Guiana and Venezuela," by Ten Kate. 

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regular Meeting, Decem- 
21, 1&86. — A paper was presented by Cyrus Thomas on "The 
Methods Pursued by the Archaeological Section of the Bureau of 
Ethnology." 

ONif Hundred and Fifteenth Regular Meeting, December 
21, 1886.— J. W. Powell, the President, in the chair. C. E. But- 
ton read a paper entitled "Progress and Poverty." 

One Hundred and Sixteenth Regular Meeting, January 4, 
1887. — ]. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The election of the 
following members was announced : Simon Newcomb, John G. 
Bourke, Robert C. Fox. Papers: "The Moki Group of Pueblos," 
by Victor Mindeleff; "Prehistoric Jewelry at Panama,"' by W. 
H. Holmes ; " Indian Customs around the Sick and Dead," by J. 
Owen Dorsey. 

^ Will be published in the Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution for 
1886. 

« Scientific American Supplement, Vol. XXIII, No. 577, p. 9221. 

' Published in a buUeiin of the Bureau of Ethnology entitled " The Use of Gold 
and other Metals among the Ancient Inhabitants of Chiriqui, Isthmus of Darien." 
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One Hundred and Seventeenth Regular and Ninth Annual 
Meeting, January i8, 1887. — OtisT. Mason, Vice-President, in the 
chair. The Treasurer submitted his annual report. The balloting 
for officers resulted as follows : President, J. W. Powell; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Robert Fletcher, Lester F. Ward, Garrick Mallery, Otis T. 
Mason ; General Secretary, J. Owen Dorsey ; Secretary to the 
Council, F. A. Seely ; Treasurer, J. Howard Gore ; Curator, John 
Murdoch ; Additional Members of the Council, W. H. Holmes, 
H. W. Henshaw, H. H. Bates, Frank Baker, Washington Matthews, 
and Weston Flint. 

One Hundred and Eighteenth Regular Meeting, February 
I, 1887. — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The Secretary to 
the Council announced the names of the following members-elect : 
John Shaw Billings, W. Hallett Phillips, I. Edwards Clarke, Marcus 
Baker, Chas. S. Hill, J. R. Eastman, Wm. C. Dodge, H. W. Wiley, 
Chas. D. Walcott, Augustus G. Heaton, E. B. Elliott, F. W. Clarke, 
William Eimbeck, C. Hart Merriam, Chas. J. Bell, J. R. Bartlett, 
A. C. Peale, Crosby S. Noyes, David T. Day, W. H. Dall, and 
P. L. Jouy. The paper of the evening, entitled "The Law of Mal- 
thus inductively investigated,"' was read by the author, J. C. 
Welling. 

One Hundred and Nineteenth Regular Meeting, February 
15, 1887. — According to the resolution of the Council, the Society 
met in the Law Lecture-Room of the Columbian University to hear 
a paper by Alfred Russell Wallace, of England. Invitations had 
been sent to the members of the Philosophical, Biological, Chem- 
ical, and Women's Anthropological Societies to attend the meeting. 
Maj. J. W. Powell, the President, was in the chair. On introducing 
the speaker he announced his election as an honorary member 
of the Anthropological Society. Mr. Wallace then read a paper 
entitled "Social Economy versus Political Economy." 

One Hundred and Twentieth Regular Meeting, March i, 
1887. — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. The Secretary to 
the Council announced the names of the following members-elect — 
Active members: Charles Nordhoff, Anthony PoUok, H. P. Jerrell, 
Thomas Hampson, Edwin Smith, H. H. Doubleday, Henry Mitch- 

' The American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. i, p. i. 
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ell, Samuel Mulliken, J. S. Diller, W. H. Lowdermilk, William A. 
Croffut ; Corresponding members : Adolf Ernest, Caracas, Vene- 
zuela; and Dr. Serrurier, of Leyden, Holland. Thomas Wilson 
read a paper entitled "Megalithic Monuments in Brittany."' 

One Hundred and Twenty-First Regular Meeting, March 
15, 1887. — Otis T. Mason, Vice-President, in the chair. The Sec- 
retary to the Council formally announced the death of Captain E. 
P. Lull, U. S. N., who had been an active member of the Society 
since its organization. The election of William A. Phillips to 
membership in the Society was also announced. James Mooney 
read a paper on "The Medical Mythology of Ireland." 

One Hundred and Twenty-Second Regular Meeting, April 
5, 1887. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The atten- 
tion of the members was directed to the proposed incorporation of 
the Society, involving a consideration of the question by the Society 
at its next meeting. F. A. Seely read a paper on "The Develop- 
ment of Time-keeping in Greece and Rome." '■' 

One Hundred and Twenty-Third Regular Meeting, April 
19, 1887. — Robejt Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. The 
election of J. B. Bryan and J. K. McCammon to active member- 
ship was announced. A report on the plan of incorporating the 
Society, submitted by Garrick Mallery, was duly considered and 
adopted. Amos W. Hart presented a paper on " Reading Char- 
acter by Physical Signs," with practical illustrations. 

One Hundred and Twenty-Fourth Regular Meeting, May 
3, 1877. — Garrick Mallery, Vice-President, in the chair. The names 
of three, members-elect were announced — Joseph R. Edson, Charles 
F. Randall, and W. C. Whittemore. A paper was read by H. L. 
Reynolds, Jr., entitled " Did the Ancient Mexicans Smelt and 
Alloy?" 

One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Regular Meeting, May 1 7, 
1887. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Mr. Tatui 
Baba read a paper entitled "The Feudal Age in Japan, with illus- 
trations; Conversazione on Japanese Arms and Military Organiza- 
tion." 

1 Will appear in the American Naturalist. 

"The American Anthropologist, Vol I, No. i, p. 25. 
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One Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Regular Meeting, Novem- 
ber 2, 1887. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. An- 
nouncement was made of the resignation of J. Owen Dorseyas Gen- 
eral Secretary and the election ofS. V. Proudfit to fill the vacancy. 
Thomas Wilson read a paper on " Paleolithic Man in the District 
of Columbia." 

One Hundred and Twenty-Seventh Regular Meeting, No- 
vember 12, 1887.— ^Robert Fletcher, "Vice-President, in the chair. 
Active members elected: Gerard Fowke and J. B. Hewitt. The 
chair announced the determination of the Council to publish an an- 
thropological journal commencing with the beginning of the ensu- 
ing year. Papers read: "How the Navajos Tan Buckskin," by R. 
W. Shufeldt; the "Conditions of Accumulation of the Trenton 
Grayels,"'by W J McGee. 

One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Regular Meeting, Decem- 
ber 6, 1887. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. For- 
mal announcement was made of the death of Professor Spencer F. 
Baird, late Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, and honorary 
member of this Society. The election of E. A. Paul and M. M. 
Snell to active membership was also announced . Papers read : ' ' The 
Nephrite Question," '^ by A. B. Meyer, of Dresden, Germany; "The 
Chane-Abal (Four-Language) Tribe and Dialect of Chiapas,"' by 
D. G. Brinton. 

One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Regular Meeting, Decem- 
ber 20, 1887. — J. W. Powell, President, in the chair. A paper en- 
titled ' ' The First Books Written in the English Language ' ' was read 
by Arthur MacArthur. The Secretary of the Council reported final 
action in the matter of incorporation, the following certificate hav- 
ing been duly executed and made of record, as provided by law : 

Certificate of Incorporation of the Anthropological Society of 
Washington. 

This is to certify that we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
citizens of the United States and a majority of whom are citizens of 

' See " Proceedings of the Boston Soc. Nat. History," Vol. XXIII. 
'American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. 3, p. 231. 
'American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. I, p. 77. 
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the District of Columbia, have associated ourselves together, pursu- 
ant to the provisions of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
relating to the District of Columbia and of an act of Congress enti- 
tled "An act to amend the Revised Statutes of the United States 
relating to the District of Columbia, and for other purposes," ap- 
proved April 23, 1884, as a society and body corporate, to be known 
by the corporate name of " The Anthropological Society of Wash- 
ington," for the term of one thousand years. 

The particular objects and business of this Society are to encour- 
age the study of the natural history of man, especially with reference 
to America; the publication of the transactions of the Society, of a 
periodical magazine, and of other works relating to the science of 
Anthropology and the disposition of such publications by sale or other- 
wise; the acquisition of a library, and the collection and care of 
materials relating to the above objects, under the restrictions and 
regulations to be established in its by-laws. 

The affairs, funds, and property of the Corporation shall be in the 
general charge of Managers, whose number for the first year shall be 
fifteen, consisting of a President, four Vice-Presidents, a General 
Secretary, a Secretary to the Board of Managers, a Treasurer, a Cu- 
rator, and six other members, styled Councilors, all of whom shall 
be chosen by ballot from among the members at the annual meeting. 
The duties of these officers and other officers and standing commit- 
tees with their duties and their term and the manner of their election 
or appointment shall be provided for in the by-laws. 

(Signed) J. W. Powell. [l. s.] 

Robert Fletcher, [l. s.] 
O. T. Mason. [l. s.] 

Garrick Mallery. [l. s.] 
F. A. Seely. [l. s.] 

J. Howard Gore. [l. s.] 
H. W. Henshaw. [l. s.] 
W. j. Hoffman. [l. s.] 
Thomas Wilson. [l. s.] 
James C. Pilling, [l. s.] 
W. H. Holmes. [l. s.] 

Lester F. Ward. [l. s.] 
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United States of America, ) 
District of Columbia, ) 

I, John D. McChesney, a notary public in and for the District of 
Columbia, do hereby certify that J. W. Powell, Robert Fletcher, 
O. T. Mason, Garrick Mallery, F. A. Seely, J. Howard Gore, 
H. W. Henshaw, W. J. Hoffman, Thomas Wilson, James C. Pill- 
ing, W. H. Holmes, and Lester F. Ward, parties to the foregoing 
Certificate of Incorporation bearing date the 13th day of Dec, A. D. 
1887, personally appeared before me in the District aforesaid, the- 
said parties being well known to me to be the persons who executed 
said Certificate, and acknowledged the same to be their act and 
deed. 

Given unde*- my hand and my notarial seal this 13th day of Dec, 
A. D. 1887. 

[seal.] JNO. D. McChesney, 

Notary Public. 

One Hundred and Thirtieth Regular Meeting, January 3, 
1888. — Robert Fletcher, Vice-President, in the chair. Papers read : 
"A Linguistic Map of the United States,'" with explanations, by 
H. W. Henshaw; " A Navajo Shaman's Prayer," '' by Washington 
Matthews 

One Hundred and Thirty-First Regular and Tenth An- 
nual Meeting, January 17, 1888. — ^J. W. Powell, President, in 
the chair. The Treasurer's report was duly submitted. The Cu- 
rator's report showed the receipt of books, serials, and pamphlets, 
aggregating in number 399, since the last annual meeting. The 
balloting for officers resulted as follows: President, Robert 
Fletcher ; Vice-Presidents, J. W. Powell, Garrick Mallery, Otis T. 
Mason, Lester F. Ward; General Secretary, S. V. Proudfit; Secre- 
tary to the Board of Managers, F. A. Seely ; Treasurer, J. Howard 
Gore ; Curator, H. W. Henshaw ; Additional Members of the 
Board of Managers, Frank Baker, Alex. Graham Bell, Weston Flint, 
Thomas Hampson, W. H. Holmes, and Washington Matthews. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Second Regular Meeting, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1888. — Lester F. Ward, Vice-President, in the chair. The 

'The American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. 3, p. 293. 
2 The American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. 2, p. 149. 

47 
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designation of the Vice-Presidents in charge of the several sections 
of the Society was announced as follows: "A," Garrick Mallery; 
"B," Lester F. Ward; "C," J. W. Powell; "D," OtisT. Mason. 
Papers read : " Siberian Origin of Some Customs of the Western 
Eskimo,'" by John Murdoch; "Ornamental Fabrics from the 
Graves of Peru," ' by W. H. Holmes. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Third Regular Meeting, Feb- 
ruary 21, 1888. — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. A 
paper entitled "Myths and Folk Tales of Ireland '" was read by 
Jeremiah Curtin. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Fourth Regular Meeting, March 
6, 1888. — The Society met in public session at the Columbian 
University, Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. The retiring 
President of the Society, J. W. Powell, delivered an address on 
" Competition as a Factor in Human Evolution." * 

One Hundred and Thirty-Fifth Regular Meeting, March 
20, 1888, — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. The election 
of Walter Hough and W. H. Brown to active membership was 
announced. Papers read: " Social and Economic Paradoxes,"' by 
Lester F. Ward ; "Observations on the Theory of Rent,' ' by Edward 
T. Peters. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Sixth Regular Meeting, April 3, 
1 888. — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. Formal announce- 
ment was made of the deaths of Dr. Emil Bessels and Mr. Edward 
A. Paul, active members of the Society. Papers read: "Algonkin 
Metal Smiths,"' by H. L. Reynolds; "Mythology and Modoc 
Myths,"' by Jeremiah Curtin. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Seventh Regular Meeting, April 
17, J 888. — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. Mr. James 
Mooney read a paper entitled "Funeral Customs of Ireland." 

1 Present number of Antliropologist, p. 325. 

2 Will be published in bulletin form by the Bureau of Ethnology. 

» Science, March 2, 1888, Vol. XI, No. 275, p. loi ; The Pilot (Boston), March 
17, 1888, Vol. 51, No. II. 
* Present number of the Anthropologist, p. 297. 
^Science, April 13, 1888, Vol. XI, No. 271, p. 172. 
« Present number of the Anthropologist, p. 341. 
Science, May 25, 1888. 
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One Hundred and Thirty-Eighth Regular Meeting, May i, 
1888. — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. The death of Mr. 
Thornas Hampson, an active member of the Society, was formally 
announced. Papers read: "Some Primitive Phases of Esthetic 
Development," by W. H. Holmes; " Pictography and Shamanistic 
Rites of the Ojibwas," ' by W. J. Hoffman. 

One Hundred and Thirty-Ninth Regular Meeting, May 
15, 1888. — Robert Fletcher, President, in the chair. Papers read: 
"Funeral Customs of the Omahas," by Francis La Flesche ; "Al- 
gonkin Glyphs on Bark and Stone," by Garrick Mallery. 

' The American Anthropologist, Vol. I, No. 3, p. 209. 



